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IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE

SOURCES

. ADDRESS 292 State Street

. NAME

. USE

. IF MOVED, WHEN AND FROM WHERE:

(maP 54, lot 11)

NAME
(common)

(historic) Capt. Samuel Lee

(historic)
USE

(present) Private house

. NOTABLE FEA

. ARCHITECT BUILDER
. DATE 1794 STYLE Federal

. ALTERATIONS

The entry porch is a later addition. Chimney appears to have been
rebuilt. 2/2 sash; screened porch at rear.

At the head of State Street, just before the Turnpike
‘ erosses and the road changes character from town to country,
this ample property with its striking composition of white buildings,
wide lawn, and big trees brings the whole progression of this dis-
tinguished street to a climax.

. ARCHITECTURAL-HISTORICAL

The even spacing of the five windows along the second story of Capt.
Samuel Lee's second house is uwnusual. Normally in this period, the
center seetion, which contains the doorway, gets greater emphasis

and more space. An entry portico added later now strengthens the
central focus of the facade. A more delicate Federal pediment em-
bellishes a side entrance. This house is set in a wonderful sweep of
lawn, near which is a splendid 19th century barn topped by a hand-
some sguare cupola.

10. SOURCES

Dorothy Whitfield Society '76; Connecticut Historical Commission A i
Tercentenary Committee; Mary Hoadley Griswold, p. 126, Photograph:
Charles Hubbard Collection, Guilford Library.
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11. MATERIALS
Clapboard O Brick O Stucco 0O Asbestos Shingle O Other:
0O Wood Shingle O Fieldstone O Concrete O Asphalt Siding
O Board & Batten O Cut Stone O Cobblestone O Aluminum/Vinyl
12. STRUCTURE
O Wood Frame: O Masonry O Iron or Steel O Concrete O Other:
O Post & Beam
O Balloon
13. ROOF
a. BaPitched O Gable-front O Hip O Shed O Other:
O Saltbox O Cross-gable O Flat Hip O False Dormer
0O Gambrel O Mansard O Fiat O Sawtooth
b. O Tower(s) 0O Monitor O Cupola O Dormered Gable O Dome
c. O Wood Shingle @ Asphalt Shingle 0O Slate O Metal O Other:
14. NUMBER OF STORIES: o' | 2 APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: LOT SIZE: ay ?mt. 4 oes
15. CONDITION: Exterlor
[ Excellent - . _ _@ Good O Fair O Poor O Bad
16. CONDITION: Structure
O Excellent O Good O Fair 0O Poor O Bad
17. OUTBUILDINGS (visible from public road)
B Barn(s) O Carriage House 0O Garage 0O Shed(s) O Shop(s)
Other (well, stand, greenhouse, gazebo, privy, etc.):
18. LANDSCAPING (visible from public road)
@ Planted Grounds O Garden O Terracing O Plaza O Court
[0 Stone Wall(s) O Pickett Fence O Iron Fence O Post & Rail O Other:
19. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
a. O Town Street b. O Commercial . B2 Open
O Rural O Industrial O Wooded
B Semi-rural O Agricultural O Lakefront
O Clustered Growth @ Residential 0O Coastal
O Development O Vacation, now or originally O Salt marsh
d. @ Of outstanding scenic/architectural value
O Of scenic/architectural value
O Of supportive value to contiguous scenic/architectural area
O Neutral -
O Other:
20. ROLE OF BUILDING IN ENHANCING QUALITY OF ENVIRONMENT
@ Vital O Important O Supportive O Neutral O Other:
21. OWNERSHIP
O Public @ Private O Interior accessible
: LMDEX MO, TE 7
22, Name P.0dise> Date 7/2 )Pl

~ Photographer 1 '0&{36,05

Organization: Guilford Preservation Alliance
P.O. Box 199, Guilford, Conn. 06437

Date 7/2’ ,?l
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23.

24.

THREATS TO BUILDING

O None Known
O Renewal

O Vandalism
O Deterioration

O Highways
O Private Owner

SUBSEQUENT EVALUATIONS

O Developers
O Other:

O Zoning



367

- Addenda 1983 292 State Street

Sources

This house was built for Captain Samuel Lee in
1794 when he and his mother, Ruth Morse Lee
and his brother Levi sold the family house at
1 North Street to William Starr, Sr..

The house was subsequently owned by Henry B,
Griswold, a Lee descendant.

Watrous Serapbook, p. 27.



