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59 South Prospect Street, Hartford 06106

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY:
Buildings & Structures

SURVEY OF GUILFORD, NEW HAVEN COUNTY, 06437
June-December 1981

IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIPTION

SOURCES

1. ADDRESS 17 Park Street
St (map 40, lot 10)
(historic) Christ Episcopal Church

NAME
(common)

3. USE
(historic)
USE
(present)

Church

4. IF MOVED, WHEN AND FROM WHERE:

SIGNIFICANCE

5 A
6 o:$: k! 1838 BUILDER ; :
: STYLE . Gothic Revival

7. ALTERATIONS
Addition of parish hall in rear; pinnacles on tower have been

replaced. Pinnacles and pierced battlements on the tower have
been removed and replaced with modern work; pinnacles were also
originally on the buttresses,

8. NOTABLE FEATURES
Uncoursed ashler Central tower church; wall buttresses; large lancet

windows on the fower and the main portion of the church; stained glass
windows., '

The massive stone construction of Christ Episcopal
Church shows that it was built as an enduring
monument. Corner buttresses on the tower and body add to its golidity
Tts central tower is pierced mnear its base by a lancet window with
stained glass, and lancet windows with decorative mullions hold lou-
vers on the sides of the belfry. Iancet openings also make windows
along the sides of the church and entrances and windows at either

side of the tower. This is important as an early and outstanding
example of the Gothie Revival in New England.

The congregation of Christ Church was organized in 1744 by one
of Guilford's most famous sons, Rev. Samuel Johnson, later first
president of King's College, now Columbia University. This, the
second, Church building was consecrated 12 December 1838. Built by
rofessional builder with the aid of quarry (cont'd. on next sheet)

a
10. SOURCES
Dorothy Whitfield Society; Connecticut Historical Commission; Rev.

Charles Lewis Biggs, Christ Church Guilford, Dec. 1938; Griswold
Scrapbook, . Photograph: Guilford Library File No. 5G, Guilford

Keeping Society files.

9. ARCHITECTURAL-HISTORICAL



DESCRIPTION

COMPILED BY
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In all categories below, check more than one box if applicable.

If you have not actually made certain of the answer to a given question, either leave it blank or write “inferred” after ti’le

checked box; or, if drawn from a previous investigator, give source.

11. MATERIALS

O Clapboard O Brick 0O Stucco O Asbestos Shingle O Other:
O Wood Shingle [l Fieldstone O Concrete 0O Asphalt Siding
0O Board & Batten &@PCut Stone O Cobblestone O Aluminum/Vinyl
12. STRUCTURE
O Wood Frame: O Masonry O Iron or Steel O Concrete O Other:
O Post & Beam
O Balloon
13. ROOF
a. B Pitched O Gable-front 0O Hip 0O Shed 0O Other:
0O Saltbox O Cross-gable O Flat Hip O False Dormer
O Gambrel O Mansard O Flat O Sawtooth
b. 8 Tower(s) O Monitor O Cupola O Dormered Gable O Dome
¢. O Wood Shingle O Asphalt Shingle 0O Slate O Metal O Other:
14. NUMBER OF STORIES: ' ?bﬁk'MTRQXIMATE DIMENSIONS: LOT SIZE: QPP“}\' laae
15. CONDITION: Exterlor
B Excellent 0O Good O Fair O Poor O Bad
16. CONDITION: Structure
O Excellent O Good O Fair 0O Poor 0O Bad
17. OUTBUILDINGS (visible from public road)
O Barn(s) O Carriage House 0O Garage O Shed(s) 0O Shop(s)
Other (well, stand, greenhouse, gazebo, privy, etc.):
18. LANDSCAPING (visible from public road)
O Planted Grounds O Garden O Terracing O Plaza O Court
O Stone Wall(s) O Pickett Fence O lron Fence O Post & Rail O Other:
19. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
a. @ Town Street ~6n gréen b. O Commercial . @ Open
O Rural O Industrial 0O Wooded
0O Semi-rural : O Agricultural O Lakefront
[0 Clustered Growth O Residential 0O Coastal
O Development O Vacation, now or originally O Salt marsh
d. B Of outstanding scenic/architectural value
O Of scenic/architectural value
O Of supportive value to contiguous scenic/architectural area
O Neutral
0O Other;
20. ROLE OF BUILDING IN ENHANCING QUALITY OF ENVIRONMENT .
B vital O Important O Supportive O Neutral O Other:
21. OWNERSHIP
O Public @aPrivate O Interior accessible
TNDEX A0, SIS
22. Name - PLq“l‘-\ Q:OiSCOS Date 7[;3/?[
Photographer ? Odl' sto A Date 7 / 2 3/f I [\legative Ro [ l 1'5-:
Organization: Guilford Preservation Alliance
P.O. Box 199, Guilford, Conn. 06437 i '-P
,
GlLd's Veg. INol] 16: 1
23. THREATS TO BUILDING - ;
O None Known O Highways O Vandalism O Developers O Zoning
O*Renewal O Private Owner O Deterioration 0O Other:
~ 24. SUBSEQUENT EVALUATIONS



17 Park Street
Ghrist Episcopal Church

CONTINUATION SHEET ADDRESS
fl‘ GUILFORD SURVEY NAME(S)

9, ARCHITECTURAL-HISTORICAL cont'd.

stone cutters and some parishioners, /The Church was constructed
for a total of $8,000., The recess chancel was added in 1872 by
William Weld. Archer

A T-shaped Parish House, designed by G. Arthur Quick, New
Haven architect, was dedicated in January 1940. This building is
set back from the street, between the Church and the Rectory.
Further additions were made in 1953,



