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1. ADDRESS

2. NAME
(historic)
NAME
(common)

3. USE
(historic)
USE
(present)

84 Boston Street
(map 40, lot 40)
George Hyland (also see
"below)
Hyland House: The Dorothy
Whitfield Historic Society

Historical society and
muse-urn

4. IF MOVED, WHEN AND FROM WHERE:

5. ARCHITECT
6. DATE

7. ALTERATIONS

See below BUILDER
STYLE Colonial

a NOTABLE FEATURES One of the best known and oldest remaining houses
in Guilford. It is illustrated several times by

Kelly, who refers to it as the Hyland-Wildman house and gives the date
as c!660. Isham and Brown refer to it as the Fiske-Wildman house and
believe the date to be c!720. Today, although no real documentation

9. ARCHITECTURAL-HISTORICAL can be f ound, a reasonably strong case has been
made for the earlier date.
The Hyland House is open to the public. It has

been restored (Norman Isham, restoration architect) as far as possible
to expose the work of its earliest period: notably the hewn overhangs
with corbels and handsome chamfered beams on the exterior—a rarity
in Connecticut; stair with molded box string, turned balusters, and
Dendants; 8 foot kitchen fireplace: and original clapboards are
still visible in the lean-to of the attic. The leanto on this
house was added on after the house was built. The wainscotting
in the room to the left of the front door(the hall) and the
paneling in the room to the right(the parlor) are reproductions

.cont- on next page)
Guilford Library: Guilford Preservation Alliance Survey file;
Dorothy Whitfield Society records; Kelly, Early Domestic Archi-

tecture and Handbook; Isham and Brown; Helander, Olde Guilford;
Dorothy Whitfield Society '76; Connecticut Historical Commission '72;
Tercentenary Committee; Colonial Dames. Photographs: Guilford Library,
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In all categories below, check more than one box if applicable.
If you have not actually made certain of the answer to a given question, either
checked box; or, if drawn from a previous investigator, give source.

11. MATERIALS
J9 Clapboard D Brick D Stucco
D Wood Shingle D Fieldstone D Concrete
D Board & Batten D Cut Stone D Cobblestone

12. STRUCTURE
D Wood Frame: D Masonry D Iron or Steel
D Post & Beam
D Balloon

13. ROOF
a. D Pitched D Gable-front D Hip

BLSaltbox D Cross-gable D Flat Hip
D Gambrel Q Mansard D Flat

b. D Tower(s) D Monitor D Cupola

c. H Wood Shingle d Asphalt Shingle D Slate

14. NUMBER OF STORIES: ^ y^ APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS:

15. CONDITION: Exterior
D Excellent BjSood D Fair

- " . - -
16. CONDITION: Structure

D Excellent D Good D Fair

17. OUTBUILDINGS (visible from public road)
D Barn(s) D Carriage House D Garage
Other (well, stand, greenhouse, gazebo, privy, etc.):

18. LANDSCAPING (visible1 from public road)
Ei Planted Grounds D Garden D Terracing
D Stone Wall(s) D Pickett Fence D Iron Fence

19. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
a. HTown Street b. K, Commercial

DHural d3 Industrial
D Semi-rural • D Agricultural
D Clustered Growth RLResidential

leave it blank or write "inferred" after the

D Asbestos Shingle
O Asphalt Siding
D Aluminum/Vinyl

D Concrete

D Shed
n False Dormer
D Sawtooth

D Dormered Gable

Q Metal

LOT SIZE:

D Poor

D Poor

-

XvShed(s)

D Plaza
D Post & Rail

D Development D Vacation, now or originally

d. B Of outstanding scenic/architectural value
D Of scenic/iarchitectural value
D Of supportive value to contiguous scenic/architectural area
D Neutral
D Other:

20. ROLE OF BUILDING IN ENHANCING QUALITY OF ENVIRONMENT
iS^ Vital D Important D Supportive

21 OWNERSHIP
D Public p{ Private /^ Interior accessible

22. Name 15. ~P"£Tvf}£.

Photographer t>. "P£7l//?^

Organization: Guilford Preservation Alliance
P.O. Box 199, Guilford, Conn. 06437

"

23. THREATS TO BUILDING
D None Known D Highways D Vandalism
D Renewal D Private Owner D Deterioration

'
24. SUBSEQUENT EVALUATIONS

; - • •
• - "- • '

,

D Neutral

Date 7/3-3/27

V*te7/<23/2(

.

• '

gLFD'5

D Developers
D Other:

.

". . " "

D Other:

D Other:

O Other:

D Dome

D Other:

70 ' X / 70 '
(APP&QX?)

D Bad

D Bad

D Shop(s)

D Court
0 Other: fggĵ  '^Jf.^

c. tl Open
D Wooded
D Lakefront
D Coastal
D Salt marsh

D Other:

-Z^JJ>£E~X. AJQ- 3*4

Negative &QL.L l(o'<3lA

tf£<3. J6, '3OJ

D Zoning



CONTINUATION SHEET ADDRESS 84 Boston Street

GUILFORD SURVEY NAME(S) George Hyland

Hyland House: The Dorothy
Whitfield Historic Society

9. Architectural-Historical

by Isham reflecting the 18th century when he believed the house
to have been built. Present leaded

windows are modern, intended tô llustrate a transitionalT̂ ype
"between the casements of the 17th century and the double-hung sash of
the later 18th. A single casement, half of a onetime pair, is now
preserved on the upstairs back wall, originally an exterior wall
until the addition of the leanto. It is not known whether it
actually belonged to this house or was put there later.

One of the Hyland House's most renowned owners was
Ebenezer Parmelee, a boatbuilder. In 1727 he built the town
clock, the first town clock, so we are told, in New England and
possibly in the Colonies. In 1914 the last owner died and the
house faced possible demolition until its rescue in 1916 by the
recently formed Dorothy Whitfield Historic Society, who restored
it and have operated it ever since.
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