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1. ADDRESS

2. NAME
(historic)
NAME
(common)

3. USE
(historic)
USE
(present)

159 Boston Street
(map 40, lot 139)
Charles Caldwell

Private house

4. IF MOVED, WHEN AND FROM WHERE:

5. ARCHITECT
6. DATE C1740

BUILDER

STYLE
Colonial and Federal

7. ALTERATIONS
Historians believe the house to have been originally of the
central chimney type: see below. Major fire in 1919.
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With its sharply pitched roof and hewn overhangs
ornamented with carved corbels at the corners,

this house bespeaks its early origin and is one of Guilford's notable
survivals. Deep and massive in outline, it must have been one of

the more imposing structures of its time. The
a ARCHITECTURAL-HISTORICAL present twin chimneys probably date from a re-

modeling in the Federal period, sometime around
1815, at which time the dainty little porch, fanlight, and windows
were presumably also added.

"Charles" is not a common name in Puritan New England - for
obvious reasons. The explanation in this case is that Charles
Caldwell was a Scot, hailing from Perth. He and his brother John
are said to have deserted from the British army during the Scottish
rebellion led by the Old Pretender and to have come to America
about 1718. They were merchants - aristocratic in their ways,
we are told, and unaccumstomed to the industry of New England.
Nevertheless, Dodging by his fine house, Charles flourished on
this new soil. He married Anna, the daughter of the Reverend Thomas
Ruggles, and lived here until his death in 1765.
Tercentenary Committee;Dorothy Whitfield Society '76; Connecticut
¥istoricaITCommission '72; Federal Writer's Guide; Steiner;
Kelly, Early Domestic Architecture; (cont'd. on next sheet)
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In all categories below, check more than one box if applicable.
- - ' -

If you have not actually made certain of the answer to a given question, either leave it blank or write "inferred" after the
checked box; or, if drawn from a previous investigator, give source.

11. MATERIALS
B^CIapboard D Brick D Stucco
D Wood Shingle D Fieldstone d Concrete
D Board & Batten D Cut Stone D Cobblestone

12. STRUCTURE
D Wood Frame: D Masonry D Iron or Steel
D Post & Beam
D Balloon

13. ROOF
a. B Pitched P Gable-front D Hip

D Saltbox D Cross-gable D Flat Hip
D Gambrel D Mansard D Flat

b. D Tower(s) D Monitor D Cupola

c. S^Wood Shingle D Asphalt Shingle D Slate

14. NUMBER OF STORIES: 2 'h APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS:

15. CONDITION: Exterior
D Excellent BJ Good D Fair

16. CONDITION: Structure
g D Excellent D Good D Fair
F
2: 17. OUTBUILDINGS (visible from public road)
O D Barn(s) D Carriage House O Garage
<g Other (well, stand, greenhouse, gazebo, privy, etc.):
a

18. LANDSCAPING (visible from public road)
D Planted Grounds D Garden D Terracing
fe^ Stone Wall(s) D Pickett Fence D Iron Fence

19. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
a. BLTown Street b. n Commercial

D Rural D Industrial
O Semi-rural n Agricultural
O Clustered Growth KLResidential
D Development D Vacation, now

d. S3 Of outstanding scenic/architectural value
[TOf scenic/;architectural value
D Of supportive value to contiguous scenic/architectural area
D Neutral
D Other:

20. ROLE OF BUILDING IN ENHANCING QUALITY OF ENVIRONMENT
B. Vital D Important D Supportive

21. OWNERSHIP

D Asbestos Shingle D Other:
D Asphalt Siding
D Aluminum/Vinyl

D Concrete D Other:

P Shed D Other:
D False Dormer
D Sawtooth

D Dormered Gable D Dome

D Metal D Other:

LOT SIZE: 'h #£&£

D Poor D Bad

D Poor D Bad

n Shed(s) D Shop(s)

D Plaza n Court
D Post & Rail D Other:

-

c. fi^ Open
[3 Wooded
D Lakefront
D Coastal

or originally O Salt marsh

1

D Neutral D Other:

-

D Public tS- Private P Interior accessible

>. 22. Name "3>. ~tf£Aj#&.
n
g Photographer̂ ). T>0(//^^_

E Organization: Guilford Preservation Alliance
0 P.O. Box 199, Guilford, Conn. 06437
O

> 23. THREATS TO BUILDING
Z D None Known D Highways D Vandalism
O D Renewal D Private Owner . D Deterioration
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CONTINUATION SHEET ADDRESS 159 Boston Street
GUILFORD SURVEY NAME(S) Charles Caldwell

10. SOURCES cont'd.

Isham and Brown; Mary Hoadley Griswold, p. 129-30. Photograph:
Charles Hubbard Collection, G-uilford Keeping Society. Illustra-
tions at various dates appear in several of the above sources.
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