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There has been much written 
in the news in recent months 
about GPA’s plan for a visitors’ 
information kiosk, which is a 
key component of its Heritage 
Tourism Initiative (“HTI”), whose 
intent is to foster economic 
growth for our town merchants, 
as well as increased visitation 
to and utilization of our town’s 
historic house museums, and 
its wealth of cultural and natural 
resources. GPA looks forward to 
providing this kiosk to the town 
as its 375th anniversary gift.

GPA’s board of directors began 
the HTI in 2011 after recognizing 
that Guilford’s historic, cultural 
and natural resources, as well as 
shopping, dining and cultural 

events could be focused to generate economic impact through increased 
visitation while continuing to preserve irreplaceable resources. Working under 
the professional guidance of Ms. Carolyn Brackett, Senior Heritage Tourism Staff 
for the National Trust for Historic Preservation, GPA commenced on a multi-year 
planning process to guide Guilford in developing a heritage tourism component 
for its local economy.

Starting with a community-wide workshop led by Ms. Brackett in October 2011, 
26 different local organizations, agencies and state government units embarked 
upon a collaborative planning process that eventually comprised four community 
workshops, a three day site assessment visit, creation of a Recommendations 
5HSRUW�DQG��XOWLPDWHO\��DGRSWLRQ�RI�D�ÀYH�\HDU�6WUDWHJLF�'HYHORSPHQW�3ODQ�HDUOLHU�
WKLV�\HDU�WKDW�LV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�JHDUHG�WRZDUG�WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI�KHULWDJH�WRXULVP�LQ�
Guilford. 

In the course of supporting the development of this strategic development plan, 
the GPA has disbursed $24,000 from the Marge Schmitt Fund to date. It has 
received generous support, as well, from the Guilford Foundation in furtherance 
RI�WKH�+7,·V�+LVWRULF�*XLOIRUG�:DONLQJ�7RXUV��OHG�E\�'HQQLV�&XOOLWRQ�DQG�VWDIIHG�

ZLWK�*+6�VWXGHQWV��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�SURJUDP�WR�EH�GHVLJQHG�DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�
this process to introduce heritage tourism to Guilford. GPA was recently awarded 
a grant from Connecticut Humanities and an additional matching fund grant 
from the Guilford Foundation which, when added to various in-kind services and 
contributions, amounts to $28,000 raised to date for the planning of a visitors’ 
information kiosk on town land adjacent to the Community Center.
7KH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� D� YLVLWRUV·� LQIRUPDWLRQ� NLRVN� ZDV� LGHQWLÀHG� LQ� WKH� VWUDWHJLF�
development plan as a key component in creating a successful heritage tourism 
program in Guilford. Such a kiosk will provide a critical focal point and meeting 
place for the dissemination of heritage tourism-related information to town 
residents and visitors to Guilford alike. Existing tours such as the Historic 
Guilford Walking Tours could launch from the location, tickets could be bought 
and sold from the site and helpful information, directions, maps and other 
tourism materials and brochures could be distributed. Our goal is to staff the 
kiosk between May and September for 5 days a week with a combination of 
volunteer seniors, high school students and members of the general public who 
will be trained by GPA. 

The actual structure is conceived as modular in nature with both an open window 
IRU�LQ�SHUVRQ�VWDIÀQJ�DQG�D�FRPSXWHU�WRXFK�VFUHHQ�WR�SURYLGH�KHULWDJH�WRXULVP�
information at all hours so that it will function as a clearinghouse for useful 
information even during hours when it is not being staffed by our volunteers. 
GPA estimates that actual construction costs for the kiosk will be between $75,000 
and $100,000. The computer component of the kiosk will offer links to the 
Chamber of Commerce, Guilford Green Merchants and restaurants, stores and 
arts organizations. GPA will provide historical information with input from the 5 
house museums and several local history experts, as well as information derived 
from three public workshops  funded by Connecticut Humanities that were led 
E\�'U��1DQF\�0RUJDQ�DQG�0U��-HII�'DZVRQ��H[SHUWV�LQ�KLVWRULF�SODFH�ÀQGLQJ�DQG�
interpretive signage, respectively, in late September.

To date, our proposal for siting the kiosk on town land adjacent to the Community 
Center on Park and Rec property has met with unanimous approval from the 
3DUN�DQG�5HF�&RPPLVVLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�XQDQLPRXV�ÀQDO�DSSURYDO�IURP�WKH�+LVWRULF�
'LVWULFW� &RPPLVVLRQ�� 7KH� %RDUG� RI� 6HOHFWPHQ� VLPLODUO\� YRWHG� XQDQLPRXVO\� LQ�
favor of the plan, as did the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Final installation of the kiosk will take place sometime in late 2014 
during the town’s 375th anniversary year after the completion of successful grant-
writing and fund-raising campaigns.

 – Shirley Girioni and Rob Vavasour, Co-Chairs, Heritage Tourism Initiative

Heritage Tourism Initiative

Notable Notes of Guilford

Carl Balestracci will present a program entitled “Notable Notes of Guilford” on 

Tuesday, November 26, 2013 at 7:00 pm at the Guilford Free Library. 
This program is co-sponsored by the Guilford Preservation Alliance and the 
Guilford Free Library. Carl is a former Guilford teacher and First Selectman. 
His deep interest in many areas of Guilford history has led him to become 
a very knowledgeable speaker. He eagerly researched the music history of 
Guilford to prepare for this event. 

Carl will answer the following questions in his talk:
��:K\�GLG�RXU�7RZQ�GUXPPHU�HQG�XS�LQ�WKH�VWRFNV"
��:KLFK�QDWLYH�VRQ�PDGH�PXVLFDO�KLVWRU\�ZLWK�*HQHUDO�3HUVKLQJ� 
����DQG�3UHVLGHQW�&RROLGJH"

��:KHQ�WLFNHW�VDOHV�ZHUH�GRZQ��KRZ�GLG�*\SV\�5RVH�/HH�´SDFN�HP�LQµ�D 
����WKH�&KDSHO�3OD\�+RXVH"
��:KR�ZDV�*XLOIRUG·V�´0XVLF�0DQµ�LQ������DQG�ZKDW�LV�KLV� 
����OHJDF\�WR�XV�DOO"

Also included will be photographs, 
artifacts and of course, a little 
music in this presentation!

 – Pat Lovelace
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Another potential initiative that might also be pursued 
in the coming year would be to create better linkages 
between our traditional preservation efforts focusing 
on town history and historic architecture and those 
efforts by our peers active in preserving Guilford’s 
natural environment by creating preservation-themed 
hikes through Guilford’s protected open spaces and 
along its numerous trails. Those open spaces and 
forests and trails pass through and near numerous 
VLWHV� ZLWK� KLVWRULF� UHVRQDQFHV� DQG� DIÀOLDWLRQV� ZLWK�
Guilford’s past history. Connecting those natural 
resources with their historic backgrounds could do 
much to deepen the experience of both and bring 
more people into our preservation efforts in future 
years. An inaugural “History Hike” is already under 
development for the coming spring.

As you can already see from the foregoing, GPA is 
a dynamic, growing force for preservation in our 
town. We look forward to the contributions of energy 
and ideas from all of you, our members, in the year 
ahead and encourage you to become active in our 
many worthwhile undertakings so that preservation 
of our remarkable community will continue in the 
years ahead. Please donate generously to our work 
by renewing your membership and considering a 
designated gift as well.

With all best wishes,

Rob and Shirley

(Letter from the Co-Presidents continued)

PLEASE NOTE

This newsletter replaces the annual appeal letter you have received in recent 

years. The annual appeal is the major fundraiser for the operating budget of the 

Guilford Preservation Alliance.

This year we offer you the opportunity to designate additional contributions to two programs:

7KH�<DQNHH�0DJD]LQH�DZDUG��ZLQQLQJ�+LVWRULF�*XLOIRUG�:DONLQJ�7RXUV��DQG�RU�(DUO\�*XLOIRUG�'D\V��
the local history program for Guilford’s 4th graders. 

Please use the enclosed remittance envelope for your convenience. Thank you!



Historic Guilford Walking Tours

AIWHU�D�ÀUVW�\HDU�RI�PDQ\�VXFFHVVHV�IRU�WKH�+LVWRULF�*XLOIRUG�:DONLQJ�7RXUV��ZH�
VWDUWHG�WKLV�\HDU�HDUOLHU�EXW�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�ZLVHU��0RVW�RI�WKH�PRQWK�RI�-XQH�RXU�
attendance was low except for the Connecticut Museum Open House Weekend 
ZKHUH�ZH�MRLQHG�WKH�ÀYH�KRXVH�PXVHXPV�LQ�*XLOIRUG�DQG�SURYLGHG�IUHH�WRXUV�RQ�
6DWXUGD\��-XQH��WK��2YHU�IRUW\�SHRSOH�WRRN�WKH�WRXUV�WKDW�GD\�

Our tours have had three goals: to promote local tourism, to support our house 
museums and local merchants, and to get the high-school-aged students of our 
town to engage and interact with the history and preservation of our community. 
We have had great support from the Guilford Preservation Alliance, The Guilford 
)RXQGDWLRQ��7KH�)RRG�&HQWHU��%UHDNZDWHU�%RRNV��3DJH�+DUGZDUH��0L[�'HVLJQ��
and the Greene Art Gallery.  

The early summer tours were not so well populated often because of the extreme 
KHDW���2XU�ÀUVW�\HDU�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�JXLGHV�VZHDWHG�DQG�SHUVHYHUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�
WRXUV�UHÀQLQJ�WKHLU�VFULSWV�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�VNLOOV���$V�WKH�ZHDWKHU�EHFDPH�PRUH�
Shoreline seasonable, the tourists returned to the streets of Guilford. 

:H� GLG� VRPH� VSHFLDO� WRXUV� WKLV� VXPPHU�� ÀUVW� IRU� WKH� FKLOGUHQ·V� SURJUDP� DW�
0HOLVVD�-RQHV�6FKRRO��WKHQ�IRU�DQ�H[FKDQJH�JURXS�IURP�7XUNH\��DQG�ÀQDOO\�IRU�WKH�
performing arts camp sponsored by the Shoreline Arts Foundation. Each tour was 
customized for the group (and in one case we even added interpreters). 

A bright note over the summer was guide Megan Vanacore’s creation and 
implementation of the Historic Guilford Bus Tours. Megan created, marketed, 
and led tours of various historic neighborhoods in Guilford from Meetinghouse 
Hill in North Guilford, to Nut Plains, and to Sachem’s Head. These tours used 
the Park and Rec bus and driver to bring groups of guests on these tours, which 
LQFRUSRUDWHG� D� IDYRULWH� VWRS� DW� WKH� 'XGOH\� )DUP� PDUNHW� RQ� 6DWXUGD\V�� :H�
supported Megan and her goal towards receiving her GSA Gold Award.

In September, as we struggled with experienced guides leaving for college and new 
guides becoming overscheduled with academics, athletics, and extracurricular 
activities, we found that the demand for tours continued to stay steady. When 
VXUYH\HG�WR�ÀQG�ZKHUH�FXVWRPHUV�ZHUH�ÀQGLQJ�RXW�DERXW�WKH�WRXUV�LQ�)DLUÀHOG��
Hartford, and Middlesex counties, we were informed that under the Google 
search “CT Walking Tours” our website and Facebook pages are popping up in 
three of the top four listings. Furthermore, when searching for “New England 
Walking Tours” on Google, we show up as the ninth listing. I also have been active 
on Twitter posting as @Guilford History and we now have 150 followers, many 
of whom are involved in Connecticut and New England broadcasting, the local 
print media, and the tourism trade. We have been re-tweeted by Guilford’s own 

Ryan Hanrahan and @CTGirlAboutTown. I think that our online footprint may 
allow us in the future to have a steady foundation of guests while always searching 
new markets.

As always, we are looking to the future. With Guilford’s 375th celebration next 
year, we have already been asked to develop custom tours for two of the feature 
DFWLYLWLHV��7KH�ÀUVW�UHTXHVW�LV�IRU�D�WRXU�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�&LYLO�:DU�(QFDPSPHQW�
for the weekend of 31 May 2014 on the Guilford Green, and the second is for 
WKH�*XLOIRUG�&RYHQDQW�1HZ�(QJODQG�7UDLOV�:HHNHQG� LQ� HDUO\� -XQH��%RWK� WRXUV�
will be a programming challenge but will allow continued positive exposure of 
the Walking Tours while we bring tourists and townies into and through our 
community to enjoy our heritage and spend a little of their money.

:H� DSSUHFLDWH� WKH� ÀUVW� WZR� \HDUV� IXQGLQJ� RI� WKH� WRXUV� E\� WKH� 6FKPLWW� )XQG�
of the Guilford Preservation Alliance as well at the generous funding of the 
*XLOIRUG�)RXQGDWLRQ��$OWKRXJK�ZH�DUH�DLPLQJ�WRZDUGV�EHFRPLQJ�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQW��
our marketing, payroll, and training expenses at this time exceed our expected 
revenues in the near future. We hope to secure continued funding by a private 
or organizational donor to ensure that the Historic Guilford Walking Tours 
continue to meet our three goals of promoting local tourism, supporting our 
house museums and merchants, and educating our future leaders in the history 
and preservation of our wonderful and unique community.

– Dennis Culliton

The next time you are in Guilford’s new railroad station, notice the blank walls above 
the doors and the stairway. With the much appreciated help and cooperation of the 
&RQQHFWLFXW�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�� WKH�*XLOIRUG�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�$OOLDQFH�ZLOO� VRRQ�
ÀOO� WKHVH�SXEOLF�VSDFHV�ZLWK� ODUJH�KLVWRULF�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI� WKH�ROG�GHSRW�� LWV�FRPSOH[�RI�
buildings, long-gone people, steam locomotives, and even a horse called ”Old Bill,” who 
carried people and packages back and forth from the Green.
In time for the town’s 375th anniversary celebration, this permanent photographic exhibit in 
the south pavilion of the station will serve to educate today’s Guilford residents and visitors 
about the railroad history that helped stimulate the development of our community.

– Ellie Green

COMING: RAILROADS IN GUILFORD

Guilford Preservation Alliance  
and Early Guilford Days

Thanks to the initiative of the Guilford Preservation 
$OOLDQFH� (GXFDWLRQ� &RPPLWWHH� LQ� ������ *XLOIRUG·V�
IRXUWK�JUDGHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQMR\�(DUO\�*XLOIRUG�'D\V�
over twenty years later. Sarah McCullough and Becky 
Light had the vision to propose a program to teach 
colonial history through the history of Guilford. 
They felt that Guilford’s rich history could provide 
the students with hands- on experiences to bring 
history alive. Two of Guilford’s historic societies, 
7KH�'RURWK\�:KLWÀHOG�+LVWRULF�6RFLHW\��WKH�+\ODQG�
House) and the Guilford Keeping Society (the 
Thomas Griswold House), agreed to work with 
the Preservation Alliance to develop the program. 

The school system was approached 
and agreed to add the program to its 
curriculum. A grant was obtained from 
the Connecticut Humanities Council 
to plan and write a teacher’s guide 
IRU�&RORQLDO�'D\��DV� LW�ZDV� WKHQ�FDOOHG��
,Q� $XJXVW� RI� ������ WKH� FRPPLWWHH� RI�
historic society representatives and 
fourth grade teachers met for four 
days to develop the program. Follow-
up sessions followed and a teacher 
in service workshop was held in 
October. In November the plan and 
accompanying Teacher’s Guide were 
presented to and accepted by the Board 
of Education. The Teacher’s Guide was 

revised and expanded by a committee in 2004 and 
reprinted through a grant from the GPA.

Two trunks were made by school custodian Harry 
Martindale, Sr. Tassy’s Trunk was for artifacts and 
hands- on materials, to be circulated throughout the 
year to all fourth grade classrooms. Becky’s Trunk 
contained child size colonial clothing made by Cox 
School parents. These clothes were presented to the 
students to give them examples of costumes to wear 
on their day.

The teacher’s guide also contained information on 
the architecture of the period from Sarah McCulloch’s 

Walking Tour book. Also, included were biographies 
of early Guilford citizens written by Becky Light. 
The students used them to adopt an identity for the 
GD\��'HVFULSWLRQV�RI�ZRUNVKRSV��DQG�ZRUNVKHHWV�IRU�
SUH�� DQG�SRVW��(DUO\�*XLOIRUG�'D\�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�DOVR�
included.

In the fall the students visit the Griswold House, 
Hyland House or Medad Stone Tavern to participate 
in a scavenger hunt for artifacts related to life in Early 
Guilford. This begins their study of our nation’s early 
history through life in their own town.

Each year Guilford’s fourth graders, their parents 
and volunteers descend on Boston Street for four 
days in May to go back in time and see through 
hands- on activities how life was in the early days 
of Guilford’s history. Five workshops are held at 
each museum, such as: herbs, blacksmith, tinsmith, 
hearth cooking, knot tying, weaving, games, colonial 
school, stenciling, paper cutting, and rug braiding. 
Parents and volunteers occasionally present other 
ZRUNVKRSV�ZKLFK�UHÁHFW�DUHDV�RI�WKHLU�H[SHUWLVH�

This program continues to be funded in part by the 
GPA through the Becky Light Fund. The school’s 
PTOs and the school system provide additional 
funding.

 – Pat Lovelace

As the year draws closer to its end, it seems like a good time to look back 
RQ�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�GRLQJ� VLQFH�DVVXPLQJ� WKH�*3$·V�ÀUVW� FR�SUHVLGHQF\� LQ�
-XQH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�WHOO�\RX�RXU�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�*3$�LQ�WKH�\HDUV�DKHDG��7KDW�YLVLRQ�
combines equal parts of getting back to basics by reviving traditions that have 
lapsed in recent years, as well as initiating what we think will be innovative, 
new departures for GPA in the year ahead, as we seek to broaden its visibility 
in the wider Guilford community and to promote better understanding of the 
importance of preservation values to the health of our community’s economy, 
environment and legacy of historic homes and house museums.

:LWK� UHJDUG� WR� JHWWLQJ� EDFN� WR� EDVLFV�� -XGLH� )LQH� KDV� DJUHHG� WR� DVVXPH� WKH�
LPSRUWDQW� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� EHLQJ� *3$·V� RIÀFLDO� 5HFRUGV� 0DQDJHU�� 0HHWLQJ�
WKURXJKRXW� $XJXVW� ZLWK� 6KLUOH\� *LULRQL�� -XGLH� KDV� EHJXQ� WR� V\VWHPDWL]H� DQG�
FUHDWH�ÀOLQJ�FDWHJRULHV�IRU�*3$·V�DUFKLYHV�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�GRFXPHQWV�DW�RXU�RIÀFH�
space in the Guilford Savings Bank annex building on Boston Street so that all of 
our extensive records will be physically located in one secure space and arranged 
to provide easy access to members. This is a major organizational undertaking 
DQG�ZH� DUH� JUDWHIXO� WR� -XGLH� IRU� DJUHHLQJ� WR� WDNH� RYHU� WKH� V\VWHPDWL]LQJ� DQG�
PDLQWHQDQFH� RI� *3$·V� DOZD\V�H[SDQGLQJ� UHFRUGV� DQG� GRFXPHQW� ÀOHV�� ,I� DQ\�
former board members are in possession of such GPA archival documents, 
SOHDVH�VHQG�WKHP�DORQJ�WR�-XGLH�

With this publication we are reviving our annual newsletter so that our 
membership can have an at least once-yearly update on all of GPA’s many activities 
and projects, particularly as the scope of those activities and its collaborative 
involvement with other town organizations has grown markedly in recent years. 
Until now, that function has solely fallen to the efforts of board member Sharon 
Olson who continues to serve as GPA’s webmaster from Lawrenceville, New 
-HUVH\�

2XU�QHZ�ERDUG�PHPEHU��-DQ�0DLDOH��KDV�SURYLGHG�LQYDOXDEOH�VHUYLFHV�GXULQJ�WKH�
ÀUVW�\HDU�RI�KHU�LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�*3$·V�+HULWDJH�7RXULVP�,QLWLDWLYH�DV�LWV�3XEOLFLW\�

Chair, making sure that members of the general public have timely notice of 
HTI-related events and workshops. But the annual newsletter is the one place 
where all of GPA’s many other activities and undertakings can be showcased. 
Board member Ellie Green has agreed to take responsibility as Newsletter Chair 
for coordinating its re-launching with this issue, with considerable input from 
other board members whose articles appear herein, a considerable effort for 
which we are hugely grateful, particularly as she adds it to her already generous 
contribution of time as Membership Chair.

Another important GPA institution which we are looking forward to reviving is 
the annual preservation awards event under the leadership of board members 
-RH�1XJHQW�DQG�:DOWHU�&RUELHUH��7KDW�HYHQW��ZKLFK�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�KHOG�QRZ�IRU�
quite a number of years, is an important event linking GPA both to its existing 
members, as well as to members of the general public, whose efforts to promote 
preservation values by restoring historic structures or landscapes, or by educating 
us about the history of our town, enhances the quality of life for us all in Guilford. 
We look forward to reintroducing our annual awards event in the spring of 2014 
and hope that it will provide yet another wonderful event to celebrate Guilford’s 
375th anniversary from a preservation perspective. We are also moving forward to 
FRPSOHWH�WKH�LQYHQWRU\�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�VWUXFWXUHV�EHJXQ�LQ������E\�
applying to SHPO for a grant to accomplish that work. 

In addition to the above, we also look forward in the year ahead to pursuing 
several innovative initiatives to broaden GPA’s visibility in the community and to 
encourage more young people to become interested in preservation work. One 
such initiative would be to actively recruit one or two board members each year 
from the GHS junior and senior classes so that their perspectives on what local 
preservation issues should be addressed can be brought into the mix and their 
skills as future preservation leaders be developed through board membership 
and participation. The demonstrated interest of students from those high school 
years has already been made evident by the success of the Historic Walking Tours 
and we might look to that cadre of enthusiastic tour leaders to recruit our youth 
board members.

Letter from the Co-Presidents

(continued on the next page)


