
From Sarah Brown McCulloch’s Guilford: A Walking Guide (2012):

David K. Parmelee, 93 Water Street, Federal, 1835.

This house seems to have been raised from its original foundations and a simple 
stone stairway built to reach the now-high entrance. Notice the semielliptical 
window in the gable, a Federal fashion still hanging on well into the Greek Revival 
period. The triangular porch hood with pendants and delicate scrollwork is a late 
nineteenth-century addition. David Kirtland Parmelee was a direct descendant of 
John Permely, one of the founding settlers. He went to sea at a young age and was 
owner and captain of various small fishing vessels until his late sixties, sailing 
mostly between Guilford, Long Island, and New York. He and his wife, Sarah 
Stone, had five children, one of whom, Frank, began his career as assistant 
lighthouse keeper on Faulkner’s Island. David died in 1903, aged ninety years and 
ten months.


